
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the blue cards available from the ushers and in  
the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the 
congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.              
   Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE Three Hymn-Preludes George Shearing  

* CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 81:10-16): 

Leader:  I am the LORD your God, who brought you up out of     
             Egypt.  

People: But we did not listen to God's voice.  

Leader: We did not submit to God's will.  

People: We chose to follow our own counsel.  

Leader: Yet God still longs for us to follow God's ways.  

People: Ways that feed us like the finest of wheat and honey, and  
  satisfy us. 

* HYMN 488 The God of Abraham Praise  Leoni 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS          

 (Please use the welcome pad in the blue folder at the end of the pew. Record 
 your presence. Pass it back, noticing who is worshiping with you. When the pad 
 has been returned, please tear off the sheet and place it in the offering plate.)               

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
September 1, 2013 

Eleven o’clock 
 

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 



  

 

MINUTE FOR MISSION              Thierry Vodounou 

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Merciful God, gathered here are people from east and west and from 
north and south.  Here among us are those who are in need - and 
those who are able to give generously from hearts overflowing with 
your love.  Forgive us Lord for the sin that has kept us from knowing 
the blessings of your table and for those attitudes and actions which 
have excluded others or regarded them as less worthy than we to 
participate in your sacred mysteries.  Grant that this time may be  
one in which we honor your name and are inspired by your ways.  
Turn us around to look for the ways in which all that we are and  
all that we have can be used for healing and hope.  Enable us to be  
in ministry to those in need and to care for this world, doing all  
that we do in the name of and for the sake of your Son, our Lord  
and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymnal No. 579 Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  
without end.  Amen, Amen.  



 

 

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened             
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”)         

TIME WITH CHILDREN 

* HYMN 326 Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart  Morecambe 

+ Children leave for Sunday School. + 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Jeremiah 2:4-13 

ANTHEM The Lord Is Lifted Up Woods & Crocker   
  CARSON BAKER, TENOR 

SECOND LESSON Luke 14:1, 7-14  

SERMON “MVP” Rev. Richard S. Hong 

OFFERTORY The Lord Is My Light Francis Allitsen   
  CARSON BAKER, TENOR 

* THE DOXOLOGY                   Old Hundredth 
  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



  

 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever.  Amen.  

     THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 408 Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life Germany 

* BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE Trumpet Tune in E-Flat D. Johnson  

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 
 

   *     *     *     *     * 



 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Jeremiah 2:4-13 (NRSV) 
 

 Hear the word of the LORD, O house of Jacob, and all the 
families of the house of Israel. 5Thus says the LORD: What wrong did 
your ancestors find in me that they went far from me, and went after 
worthless things, and became worthless themselves? 6They did not say, 
“Where is the LORD who brought us up from the land of Egypt, who 
led us in the wilderness, in a land of deserts and pits, in a land of 
drought and deep darkness, in a land that no one passes through, 
where no one lives?” 7I brought you into a plentiful land to eat its  
fruits and its good things. But when you entered you defiled my land, 
and made my heritage an abomination. 8The priests did not say, 
“Where is the LORD?” Those who handle the law did not know me; 
the rulers transgressed against me; the prophets prophesied by Baal, 
and went after things that do not profit. 
 9Therefore once more I accuse you, says the LORD, and I  
accuse your children’s children. 10Cross to the coasts of Cyprus and 
look, send to Kedar and examine with care; see if there has ever been 
such a thing. 11Has a nation changed its gods, even though they are  
no gods? But my people have changed their glory for something  
that does not profit. 12Be appalled, O heavens, at this, be shocked, be 
utterly desolate, says the LORD, 13for my people have committed two 
evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain of living water, and dug out 
cisterns for themselves, cracked cisterns that can hold no water. 
 
Luke 14:1, 7-14 (NRSV) 
 

 On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a  
leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, they were 
watching him closely. 
 
 7When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor,  
he told them a parable. 8“When you are invited by someone to a 
wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case 
someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host; 
9and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give 
this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take 
the lowest place. 10But when you are invited, go and sit down at the 
lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, 



  

 

move up higher’; then you will be honored in the presence  
of all who sit at the table with you. 11For all who exalt themselves  
will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”  
12He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a 
luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers  
or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in 
return, and you would be repaid. 13But when you give a banquet, 
invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14And you  
will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be  
repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 
 

*     *     *     *     * 




